
Encourage your elementary schooler to 
become a leader 
Some children seem to be born leaders. They have the self-confidence, helpfulness 
and friendliness that make other people want to work with them. 

But all children, whether they are born leaders or not, have the ability to become 
leaders. Here are some ways you can help your child develop leadership skills: 

• Look at leaders in the news. Whether you’re watching a story about a winning 
football team or a community effort to build a park, help your child see that 
someone was the leader of that group. Talk about what makes people good 
leaders. 

• Be a leader yourself. When you take a leadership role—whether it’s at school, 
in business or in your community—tell your child about what you’re doing and 
why. “I’m volunteering to help your school raise money so they can purchase 
more classroom computers.” 

• Teach your child to see things from other people’s points of view. Good 
leaders aren’t bossy. They make people want to work together. 

• Find leadership opportunities. Children can learn leadership skills in houses of 
worship, clubs, Scouts, athletic teams and many other organizations. Family 
meetings are another good way to develop “home-grown” leadership. Let 
children take turns chairing the meetings and managing family projects. 

• Don’t push. Pressuring a child beyond his abilities will destroy self-esteem, not 
build it. If your child seems stressed or unhappy, it’s time to lighten up. 
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